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Robertâ€™s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, In Brief was first published in 2005 to meet the need for

a simple and short book on parliamentary procedure. This second edition of In Brief is now updated

and revised to match the new full edition of Robertâ€™s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, also

published this year.Written by the same authorship team behind the officially sanctioned

Robertâ€™s Rules of Order, this concise, user-friendly edition takes readers through the rules most

often needed at meetingsâ€”from debates to amendments to nominations. With sample dialogues

and a guide to using the complete edition, Robertâ€™s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, In Brief is

the essential handbook for parliamentary proceedings.Â Â 
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I've felt for years that dinner conversations among my wife, my son, and me have lacked any kind of

formality. It seems that synopses of the day's events, proposals for upcoming family activities, and

decision making about such matters as "in what order should we wash the dishes...silverware first,

or glassware first?" were being made in a way that could, at best, be described as wildly

haphazard.And so it was that my wife proposed (and my son seconded) that we impose a bit of rigor

into the proceedings of the evening meal. This seemed, at first, to be the ideal solution to the

chaotic approach to eating to which we had become sadly accustomed. But a new problem

immediately arose: Who will decide on a set of guidelines by which we can all abide? We wanted

rules, but we had no set of "metarules" to guide us in how to develop, vote on, and approve the



dinner rules.Needless to say, whenever our family is stuck in this kind of self-referential loop of

"what rules do we use to guide us in creating a set of rules?", we consulted . I soon stumbled upon

both Roberts Rules of Order, and this "Brief" version of the original. I laughed immediately at the

idea of using an unabridged version of Robert's Rules to govern our family dinner conversations. To

impose that level of formality on something as informal as dinner seemed a bit crazy, if you ask me.

But the "brief" version of Robert's Rules is just what the family needs.Family conversations in the

evening have improved (as best we can measure) threefold. My seven-year-old son has learned to

listen attentively to proposals, and to consider all discussed points before voting on issues such as

what time to go to bed on school nights, and whether to eat a piece of fruit or a piece of candy for a

bedtime snack.
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